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the great millennial period, the close of the tenth and
the commencement of the eleventh century, the strong
religious movement, which arose from the expectation
of the Lord's coming to judgement, wrought with no less
intensity on the pilgrimages to the Holy Land than
on the other religious services. Men crowded to Jeru-
salem, as to the scene of the Lord's revelation in
glory, to be witnesses of the great assize in the valley of
Jehoshaphat. They were eager not merely to visit, but,
if their death anticipated the Last Day, to die in the
Holy Land.

The wars which followed the fall of the Caliphate had
towards this time made Syria less secure; more than
once it had been the field of battle to contending parties;
and in the year 1010 there was a fierce perse- increasing
cution of the Christians by Hakim, the fanatic pilgrimages.
Sultan of Egypt. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
and other Christian buildings in Jerusalem and the
neighbourhood, were razed to the ground. The perse-
cution of the Christians in Palestine led to a furious
persecution of the Jews in France. Eumours spread
abroad that the Jews of Orleans had sent intelligence to
Sultan Hakim of a meditated invasion of the Holy Land
by the Christians; and this had stirred up his slumber-
ing fanaticism. It was an awful omen to the Jews,
probably had some effect in producing those more ter-
rible calamities which awaited them at the commence-
ment of the actual Crusades. Hakim, however, himself
repented or grew weary of the persecution, or perhaps
dreaded the vengeance of the maritime powers of Italy,
now becoming formidable to all the coasts of the Medi-
terranean. The pilgrims were permitted to resume their
interrupted devotions; they had no great peril to en-
counter and no degrading indignity to undergo, except